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(54) IMAGE ENCODER 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To eliminate changes in an image which 
is used to happen by a decode image difference of an I frame and to 
improve an image visual quality with respect to a still area part such 
as a background by reading a code of the I frame 1 GOP prior to a 
bit stream buffer in the case of a macroblock that is decided to be a 
still area and encoding the code as a code of the still area. 
SOLUTION: In a code amount control part 14, with respect to a 
macroblock which is decided to be a still area, a code amount of a 
corresponding macroblock in an I frame 1 GOP before is read from a 
code amount buffer 1 2 and integrated on the basis of a 
still/dynamic area decision result from an ME part 1 5. In an 
encoding part 1 7, encoding is performed on the basis of the 
still/dynamic area decision result and a target code amount supplied 
by the code amount control part 14 by macroblocks. In the case of 
the still area, a code of the corresponding macroblock in the I frame 
1 GOP before in a bit stream buffer 1 3 is read and this is outputted 
as a code of a present macroblock. 
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